
1 of 3
Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau

Spring 2020

Middle school financial capability survey 

Name: Date: Class:

 MIDDLE SCHOOL BUILDING BLOCKS ASSESSMENT

Middle school financial capability survey
This survey asks you questions about your own knowledge, attitudes, 
skills, and habits. Becoming more aware of your strengths and areas  
for growth can help you develop your financial capability over time. 

Your answer should be based on how much you agree or disagree with each statement. 
Answer as honestly as you can. Your responses will be kept confidential. 

 Part 1 

How much do you agree or disagree with each of the statements below?

This cell is empty. Strongly 
agree Agree Disagree Strongly 

disagree I don’t know

1. I like to think about the
possible good and bad things
that can happen before
making a decision.

2. I can stick to my plans and
goals.

3. I often find myself thinking
about what will happen in the
near future.

4. I set long-term goals that are
based on my plans for the
future.

5. I would rather save my
money for something I might
need later than spend it on
something fun right away.

6. I spend more time on what I
should do (such as homework
and chores) than things I want
to do (such as playing games).
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 Part 2

How much do you agree or disagree with each of the statements below?

This cell is empty. Strongly 
agree Agree Disagree Strongly 

disagree I don’t know

7. I can control my behavior.

8. I can solve difficult
problems if I keep working
on them.

9. I think saving money is for
both youth and adults.

10. I don’t feel the need to buy
things my friends have.

11. It is not important for me
to have a lot of money and
expensive things.

12. I plan carefully for how I'll
spend my money.

13. I’m good at keeping track
of how much money I earn
and spend.

14. I’m confident that I can
achieve the financial goals
I set.

 Part 3

How much do you agree or disagree with each of the statements below?

This cell is empty. Strongly 
agree Agree Disagree Strongly 

disagree I don’t know

15. I research and compare
products before I buy
something big.

16. I know how to protect my
money (from being lost or
stolen).

17. Compared to other students
my age, I know more about
how to save money.
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Strongly  
agree Agree Disagree Strongly 

disagree I don’t know

18. Compared to other 
students my age, I know 
more about how to spend 
within a budget.

19. Compared to other students 
my age, I know more about 
how to borrow money and 
manage debt (loans).

20. Compared to other 
students my age, I know 
more about how to earn 
money (by doing chores, 
jobs, and other money-
making activity).
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